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LETTER, XC 


GLAscow, 25th July, 1796. 
REVEREND GENTLEMEN, 


IT may ſeem bold for me to addreſs ſo great 
and learned a body as you are, but the political con- 
duct you have aſſumed of late, and your lax diſ- 
cipline are ſufficient reaſons for my undertaking it. 

I believe there never was a time like the preſent, 
when ſo great revolutions in'governments, and the 
coming down of the man of ſin, who exalteth him- 
ſelf above all that is called God, and as God fits in 
the temple of God. At this time it ought to give 

ou the greateſt pleaſure, and fill your hearts with 
Go and gratitude to the Divine Being, to ſee An- 
tichriſt, the deceiver of the nations, falling, and 
ſuch a number of mankind recovering their long- 
loſt rights, and overturning their oppreſſors that 
kept them in the moſt abjec ſlavery. They'were 
under a cruel arbitrary government, inſulted by a 
haughty domineering Ariſtocracy, and the nume- 
rous bigotted clergy, that kept them in the great- 
eſt ignorance, ſuperſtition, and oppreſſed them for 
ages, 

_ inſtead of rejoicing to ſee the oppreſſed go 
free, you repreſent them in your prayers and ſer- 
mons, as a natian of Atheiſts. For above two hun- 
dred years by-paſt, the conſtant theme of your pre- 
deceflors (and even your own prayers, of late), 
were for the coming down of popiſh ſuperſtition ; 
but now, there are few of you prays for the down 
fal of the great whore. 


9 

Such an alteration in your conduct is ſurely un- 
accountable: But it would ſeem to me, you are in- 
tereſted in the abuſes that exiſt. 

My principal deſign in writing to you is, Fir/, 
To rouſe in you a ſpirit; ſuch a one, as our fathers 
had againſt popery, when they reſiſted unto the 
blood, by teſtifying againſt it. Secondly, To ſhew 
you a few of the dangerous principles of popery ; 
and the great hurt it is to ſociety and government ; 
alſo, its perſecuting and bloody ſpirit. And, La/ly, 
Your approving of a war, fraught with ſo many 
Horrors. 

The ſubject of the following is of ſuch a nature, 
that it may juſtly claim your moſt ſerious attention, 
even although no recent events had taken place : 
And it is to my great ſurpriſe, there has been ſo lit- 
tle wrote upon your conduct, or ſo few taking no- 
tice of your great change; for had our fathers been 
as careleſs and indifferent as you, we never had 
been emancipated from the Romiſh yoke, but to 
this day, we might have been like-many nations a- 
round us, who remain in ſlavery, ignorance, and 
ſuperſtition. 

Rome, once the hs of liberal arts and ſci- 
_ ences, liberty and learning, but now become by the 
abuſe of the pureſt and beſt religion, a mournfal 
monument of ignorance, idolatry, and monkith ſu- 


perſtition, ſlavery, and ſpiritual tyranny, of ſuch 


abſurdities, that Pagans would bluſh to acknow- 
ledge. They have made it their conſtant ſtudy for 
many ages, to improve religion into a ſecular traf- 
. fic, deviſing every method that could be invented, 
to chain down the underſtandings of men, extir- 

pating every principle that would lead men to a 
diſcovery of its numberleſs cheats and abſurdities; 
2 religion, that enjoins falſehood, treachery, and 
perjury as religious duties, and has conſecrated the 


blackeſt murders, and the moſt unheard of maſſa- 


cres as juſt and highly meritorious. 
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The oppreſſions and cruelties that have been 
committed by popiſh rulers and prieſts, one would 
think, open the eyes of mankind, and make them 
join in a ſultry with, that all political and ſpiritual 
governors were like ferocious animals, kept cloſe- 
ly chained down by laws, and hedged round with 
reſtrictions, to fave their defenceleſs ſubjects and 
flocks from being devoured by them. 

It muſt ſurely be amazing, how mankind ſub- 
mits any longer to be impoſed upon in this age of 
reaſon; but I ſhould not have ſaid reaſon, leaſt 1 
offend your Reverences. And are you afraid for 
the downfal of ſuperſtition and ignorance ? On the 
contrary, you ought to rejoice to ſee mankind be- 
ginning to think tor themſelves, and weigh things 
with reaſon, and conſider themſelves to have ſome 
claim in the ſcale of exiſtence; not made to flave 
for the ſupport of luxury, and kiſs the prieſtly rod. 
And you, our enlightened modern divines, deſpiſe 
the principles of our worthy anceſtors, and per- 
ſwade thoſe under your charge, that popery is no 
longer formidable: But do not papiſts maintain, 
that their church never changes, and cannot err, 
but continues always the fame. th 

Who can refrain from wondering, that the great 
mother of harlots and abominations of the earth, 
ſhould meet with ſuch ſupport and kind reception 
among us! The wonder mult ceaſe, when his ho- 
lineis gives bullocks; and, in return, had our ſol- 
diers at Rome, and, on their departure from the 
ſeat of Antichriſt, got medals with this inſcription 
—* ROME SAVED BY BRITISH CANNON;” 
and the nuns from their haunts ofdevoutignorance, 
and nurſeries of ſanctified lewdneſs, that have been 
juſtly caſt out by a great nation, but come over a- 
mongſt us, and petitioned to wear the habit of their 
different orders ; beſides fuch a vaſt number of An- 
tichriſtian locuſts that have croſſed the channel of 
late and but too well ſupported, while many ofyour- 
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ſelves are badly provided for, as alſo the poor cu- 
rates of a neighbouring church. 

I ſhall now proceed to lay open fit of the 
principles of the myſtery of iniquity: Yet I am 
fully ſenſible of your many great abilities, and your 
knowledge of the popiſh doctrines; but you are 

unwilling to teſtify againſt an abominable church, 
leſt you be thought againlt a bloody war; and, to 
gain the ſmiles of power, you keep ſilence : But 
as far as I can, I will refreſh your memories, and 
ſhew, in part, its riſe and progreſs. 

The great Apoſtle of the Gentiles informs 
the Theſſalonians, that Antichriſt ſhould be re— 
vealed: For, ſays he, the myſtery of iniquity 
* doth already work, only he who now letteth, will 


let, until he be taken out of the way, and then 


© ſhall that wicked be revealed, whom the Lord 


* ſhall conſume with the ſpirit of his mouth, and - 


© ſhall deſtroy with the brightneſs of his coming : 


Even him, whoſe coming is after the working of 


Satan with all power, and ſigns, and lying won- 
* ders.” 

Now, we fee the man of fin riſing gradually 
even in the apoſtle's time, but the Pagan beaſt no: 
being taken out of the way at that time, to make 
room for the myſtery of iniquity, that 1s the beaſt 
with the horns as a lamb, and exerciſes all the pow- 
er of the firſt beaſt, and according to my judg. 
ment, began openly to be revealed, and reign 
Anno 529; and to continue to reign 1260 days 
or years, which period ends exactly at the French 
Revolution, 1789; and although Antichriſt be 
not finally deſtroyed then, yet it muſt be confeſſed, 
ſhe has got a mortal blow, ſo as never to recover, 
but continue lingeringanddying until thegreatGod 


has poured out the remainder of his vials upon her. 


I ſhall now take a review of ſome doctrines main- 
tained by the great whore, that has deceived the 
nations ſo long with her abominable ſorceries ; and 
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a few of the characters of thoſe that have ruled 
her. : 
It is well known to your Reverences, that the 

3 Romiſh Antichriſt is a ſpecies of univerſal monar- 
chy, civil and eccleſiaſtical, claiming divine autho- 
| rity to govern mankind, and ſubjecting civil pow- 
ers to their controul ; maintaining, that they have 

power in heaven as well as on earth: and by this 
. moſt iniquitous extravagant ſyſtem, the man of 
; ſin is poſleſſed of a revenue above kings; and the 
| means of extortion that they have uſed ſerved 
their ends with too much ſucceſs ; for with their 
numberleſs cheats they had once almoſt the wealth 
of Europe in their power. The principal things 
that were made uſe of was purgatory, indulgen- 
cies, pilgrimages, images, miracles and maſſes, 
with many other things of the ſame nature. The 
obſervations of a biſhop®* of the church of England 
upon the popiſh religion and its principles, are 
molt juſt : Popery, he ſays, *© introduceth an 
< endleſs train of ſenſeleſs and filly, yet ſhowy and 
2 ſanctimonious obſervances, the parade of which 
1 plays ſo perpetually upon the imagination, as to 
: leave neither leiſure nor diſpoſition for minding 
© any thing more rational or more real. So many 
* ſacraments, faſts, and feſtivals, however ſuper- 
* fluous, abſurd, and burdenſome, ſuch indefatiga- 
ble ſaying and hearing of prayers, through in an 
* unknown tongue, ſuch continual crofling and 
counting of beads, though perfecly childiſh, ſuch 
external grimaces and bowing to images through 
1 * rank idolatry; all this, with a great deal more 
bs * of the ſame nature, being mixed up with inft- 
<© nite ſolemnity, do ſo intoxicate the unguarded 
: PORpace, that they fancy themſelves wonderful- 

* ly, devout and holy, for being out of meaſure ſu- 

* perltitious.” rey) | 

What this reverend prelate ſays is not intereſted 

_ accuſations againſt them, but the doctrines they 
have taught for ages. The extreme corruption of 
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the Romiſh court, aud the infamous lives of thoſe, 
that have governed it, are not to be equalled in the 


hiſtory of any country; they have been ſo notori- 


ous for all manner of wickedneſs. Martain the 
V. claimed divine honours; Alexander the VL 
was not behind him; Paul the III. maintained ma- 
ny thouſands of courtezans ; Sextus IV. builded 
ſtews, and received 2000 ducats from them yearly; 
and he granted a dilpeniation to the cardinal of 
St. Lucia, for three months a year, to commit for- 
nication. Some of them were dodomites and for- 
cerers. In a church that had ſo abominable paſtors 
there could be few good principles taught ; for 
from the alpha to the omega, they are wholly ido- 
lators. Their great wickedneſs being ſhocking for 
chaſte ears to hear. 1 ſhall only name a few more 
of them : Prohibiting their clergy from marriage 
has been the cauſe of many thouſand murders ; for 
on drawing a fifth pond in the time of pope Gre- 
gory the great, there was found the heads of 6000 
infants. Keeping their clergy from marriage is, in 
my opinion, nothing leſs than the doctrine of de- 
vils ; for all manner of ſins may be committed, but 
for a prieſt to marry is worle with them, than all 


manner of whoredoms. Not only this, but him 


that lies with his mother, ſiſter, or other relations, 
can be pardoned for money, in this abominable 


church. But your Reverences' patience would be 


tired, were | to mention any more of theſe abomina- 
tions : I ſhall theretore recommend you to a book 
publithed at Rome by their own authority, entitled 
The Tax of the Ap9jiulic Chancery, where you may 
ſee them more fully. What need then, is there 
for virtue, innocence, and piety ? I ſay, what need 
is there for a Redeemer to fave us when falvation 

can be purchaſed at ſo eaſy a rate In this corrupt 
church ? It would require a more able hand, and 
be the ſubject of many volumes, to give an account 
of all the monſtrous and abſurd principles with the 
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champions of Satan, that have been exalted to Hea. 


ven, and adored on earth. Such, Reverend Gen- 
tlemen, are the characteriſtic features, and ſuch is 
the rule and ſpirit of the Romiſh church. But 
indeed l am very much inclined to believe, that at 
this time, the period of Antichriſt's reign on earth 


is near an end; and if you would but open your 


eyes to ſee and obſerve, the divine predictions are 
faſt fulfilling, when that great event takes place: 
it ought to be intereſting to you in theſe laſt times; 
it will not be the intereſted ſchemes of princes, 
with their ambition, or ſo many great warriors 
with all their manceuvres, that can fave a falling 
Babylon one moment; for her time is nigh to 
come, and her end accompliſhed : Now is the 
litical revolution of empires, and the ſhaking of the 
heavens and the earth : There is no weapon form- 
ed to ſupport her can proſper, when the irreſiſtible 
decree is gone forth for her deſtruction. 

I hope the God of all the earth will ſpeedily 
pour out the remainder of his vials upon the king- 
dom of darkneſs, and that an over-ruling provi- 
dence has begun the work, contrary to the expec- 
tations of many, and may it be for his glory. The 
haſting more quickly the latter day, and the good 
of theſe nations, is my hearty and fincere prayer. 

I ſhall now proceed to ſhew the danger popery 


is to ſociety and government. Popery is, then, of 


ſuch an evil nature, that it ought to be guarded a- 
gainſt, and kept down as much as poſſible, as it is 
inconſiſtent with the ends and intereſt thereof. 
There are but few nations in Europe that has not 
been thrown into wars and rebellions againſt their 
lawful government; for ever ſince our reforma- 
tion, they have been the principal actors in all the 
rebellions and conſpiracies againſt our government 
and ſovereigns, and juſtified all they have done as 
lawful and right. | 5 
Likewiſe there have been many great and emi- 
B | 
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houſes are open puplicly, full of idolatry, to the 
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nent perſons, mentioned in hiſtory, openly and 


ſecretly murdered by them: The firſt prince of 
Orange, and Henrys III. and IV. of France, were 


cut off by popiſh butchers; fo that we may ſee 
plainly, it is a moſt dangerous religion, for it ne- 


ver can ſubſiſt without interfering with ſecular af. 
fairs, and infringing on the liberties of mankind. 


Their faith is connected with faction and rebellion: 


To draw a character of it may be done in theſe 


few words: 


It is a religion as inconſiſtent with political liber- 
ty, as It is incompatible with moral virtue; a reli- 
on which dazzles the ſenſes, deludes the under- 


anding, and debaſes the human heart ! A religion, 


calculated for the practice of timid credulous wo- 
men, or ignorant and abject ſlaves. A religion, in 
which an hypocritical dotard, under the maſk of 
infallibility, acts a vicegerant of Satan: A religion, 
in ſhort, which confounds all diſtinctions of good 
and evil, and which makes it criminal, at certain 
ſeaſons, to indulge the appetite with the common 
aliment of nature; while, at the ſame time, it in- 
ſtigates its abandoned votaries to commit treaſona- 
ble aſſaſſinations, and pretends to abſolve the trai- 


tor and aſſaſſin. 
And now, when a mighty nation hath caſt off 


her Antichriſtian fetters, I may ſay fetters that 


have been long wreathed upon them, and under 
which they have long groaned, but now their de- 
liverance is come, now is their happy jubilee, and 
the appointed year of their releaſe: The church 
that they have caſt down is the ſynagogue of Satan 
and the ſpouſe of the Devil. The ſubtile ſpirit of 
it is moſt dangerous ; ſurely it was a wiſe meaſure 
of our fathers, and was decreed by ſeveral acts of 
parliament, that no Roman Catholic could ſucceed 
to any real property, or even the power of educat- 
ing their children: But this is now repealed in 
England. At this time their abominable mals- 
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great hurt of ſociety, and leading away the unwary, 
and this protected by law. 

Roman Catholics reſign their conſciences to 
their prieſts; their pope they take for their head, 
and from him receive laws, and make him their 
judge. In fact, they are not only blaſphemers 
and rank idolaters, but the diſturbers of the world 
and the peace of ſociety and government. They 


have made uſe of their {piritual weapons along with 


worldly power, that hell could invent, to marr the 
peace of ſociety. 

I ſhall now take a view of its perſecuting and 
cruel ſpirit. It may well be ſaid of Antichriſtian 
Rome, of a truth, Thou art drunk with blood of 
the ſaints and martyrs of Jeſus,” for if Pagaꝝ Rome 
hath ſlain her thouſands, ſhe hath flain her ten 
thouſands ! According to ſome hiſtorians, ſhe hath 
lain and deſtroyed, ſince her firſt riſe, iy million, 
which, in 1400 years, makes for every year 35,714 
and ſome odds. There is not a nation in Europe, 
but has been the ſeat of carnage and blood: But it 
would tire your Reverences” patience to give an 
account of the different perſecutions raiſed by them 
in ſeveral countries ; I ſhall therefore confine my- 
ſelf to what has been done in France, Britain, and 
Ireland. In the darkeſt ages, God left not himſelf 
without a witneſs to teſtify againſt this bloody 
church, for many thouſand albigenſes, waldenſes, 
and ſects that went under various names, were 
hunted, butchered, and deſtroyed; but of all the 
maſſacres that ever were heard of, none exceeded 
that on St. Bartholomew's day, A. D. 1572, when 
one hundred thouſand ſuffered in eight days, in the 
kingdom of France, and of theſe thirty thouſand 
in Paris; all this was done with the approbation 
of the French court and this bloody church. It 
would almoſt freeze one's blood with horror, to 
think on the cruelties poor huguenots have ſufler. 
ed under the old government. 


— . 


( 12 ) 
Before Henry IV. ſettled the edict of Nantz, for 
- the ſpace of fifteen years, it was computed one mil- 
don of them was deſtroyed. | 

Lewis XIV. revoking this edit, A. D. 1685, 
cauſed many thouſands of his proteſtant ſubjects fly 
the kingdom, and thouſands were ſlain by his 
bloody and mercileſs dragoons. I could relate 


many more of theſe cruelties, committed under the 


old government on proteſtants this century, but 
what has been ſaid is ſufficient, and may well make 
your Reverences cry out, This church hath had 

molt bloody members ; we will for ever pray for 
her downfal.” 

The old deſpotic empire of France, with all their 
cruelty, pride, and ambition, is now fallen low, and 
crumbled into duſt : There was no nation ſince the 
beginning of time, ſuffered what they have by a 
deſpotic government, that has been the cauſe of 
many bloody wars and expenſive arrayments, to 
this country, and we counted them as our natural 
enemies for ages ; but now, when the great cauſe 
is removed, we are ſtill continuing, at the end of 
the eighteenth century, improving the trade of 
murder. | 

L rejoiced greatly at the revolution of France, 
thinking their court intrigues and ambition would 
be no more, and harmony would ſubſiſt between 
this country and them; but 1 have found, to my 
great miſtake, it has not been the caſe. No ſoon- 
er was their king beheaded, than nothing would 


ſerve us, but an open rupture; we captured their 


veſſels with corn, diſmiſſed their miniſtet ; would 
hear of no terms but open war; and a war we 
have, had, which Britain never ſaw the like of. 
Have not many thouſands gone to eternity, for no 
end wnatever? Indeed ſome may pretend, that it 
is to revenge the death of their king, and do all 
that we can for his brother. 
However, Iam certain,thatyourReverencesknow 
the hiſtory of our own country with its revolutions; 
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and many civil wars we have had, but eſpecially 
that in the reign of Charles the Firſt, it was then 
this country was the ſeat of civil war, and in many 
reſpects ſimilar to that as France at preſent: we 
brought then a king to the ſcaffold, and you can- 
not ſay that France interfered on that occaſion, al- 
though they had a more juſt cauſe than we now 
have, he being married to a ſiſter of Lewis XIII. 
the then reigning prince. 

It muſt be acknowledged, the cruelties that have 
been done under their new government, ſprang 
from the nature of their old. A people, accuſtom- 
ed to ſee ſights of ſhocking torture, and even to feel 
it, had a good right to recoil it upon their oppreſ- 
ſors. I may compare them to beaſts confined in 
chains, but when let looſe, know no bounds. 

Their tyrants' will was a law, and could 


make their parliaments tremble by a laſh of their 


whip : tyrants that have taken to themſelves divine 
honours, and have had their actions compared to 
the ways of God. | 1 

You and your ſermons, repreſent them as a na. 
tion of Atheiſts, and that they have caſt off all 
fear of God: no doubt there have been ſome a- 
mongſt them of that deſcripton: But can we give 
credit, that 2 5 millions of perſons is all that way of 
thinking? It is as abſurd as it is wicked to ſay fo; 
for 1 can prove, that under the old government, 
there were many Atheiſts, and men of no princi- 
ple ; a thouſand for one now, and however much 
we may lament what has been done under their 
new government, where is there any revolution 
without bloodſhed. 

Have you not made your pulpits ring, that the 
war, in which they are engaged, is a judgment 
upon them: It is ſurpriſing, that you do not call 
down ſome judgment upon them, as a great pro- 
phet did in Iſrael. | 8 

I am aware, what J have faid may offend you, 


* 
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but they are facts; and facts are ſtubborn things, 
that will ſpeak for themſelves: I regard not your 
cenſure, but take the Maker of all things to wit- 
neſs, I bear no ill will to any of you ; on the con: 


trary, I would wiſh to ſee ſome of you in better cir- 


cumſtances; for if things go on as at preſent, 
there will be a neceſſity for it: however, there is 


no een of ſome of you, that cry up the mea 


ſures of men, for they are in the high-way to pre- 


ferment. I ſhall now after ſo long a digreſſion, 


ſpeak of ſome of the cruelties papiſts have com- 
mitted in Britain and Ireland, 

It pleaſed the Lord in the darkeſt times of igno- 
rance, to raiſe up men who teſtified againit her un- 
juſtincroachments and abſurdities : Their ſouls are 
ſtill crying under the altar, ſaying, How long, O 
Lord, holy and true, doſt thou not judge and avenge 
our blood on them that dwell on the earth.“ 1 


firmly believe, the friends of religion and liberty 
have ſuffered more in this country, than in any in 
Europe, and that their blood is ſtill crying for 


vengeance, and will not ceaſe, until their cauſe be 
fully vindicated, and Antichriſt caſt down for ever, 
Among the moſt eminent of theſe, was John 


Wickliff; this man had ſeen the abuſes and cor- 


ruptions that crept in fince the primitive times ; he 
maintained, that purgatory, pilgrimages, and relics 
were abominable impoſitions, and taught againſt 
the real preſence : So that he was a moſt eminent 
witneſs in the darkagein which helived, and a fore- 
runner to Luther. Although he did not receive a 
crown of martyrdom, their malice followed him to 
his grave: Dying in peace, as he deſired in his liv- 
ing, at Lutterworth, A. D. 1384, but was after- 
wards condemned as a molt notorious heretic, his 
memory, anathematized, his tomb was opened, and 
his bones taken out and burned, and the aſhes caſt 


into the ſweft, A. D. 1428. There were many 


embraced his opinions that were {lain in the differ- 
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ent reigns that followed. The moſt remarkable 


ſufferer was Sir John Oldcaſtle, Lord Cobham, in 
the reign of Henry V. this nobleman was the firſt 
among the nobility that ſuffered martyrdom in 
England. | | 
When the reformation was received in England, 
and Henry VIII. caſt off the pope's ſupremacy, he 
continued as much a papiſt as ever; for he cauſed 
many to be burnt that were proteſtants. The ſhort 
reign of his ſon Edward VI. and the good that was 
done, was ſoon deſtroyed by his ſiſter Mary, a moſt 
cruel bigot and ſupporter of Antichriſt's kingdom, 
for ſhe cauſed above three hundred to be burnt and 
deſtroyed; and amongſt theſe, were men of great 
learning and piety. When that bright ſtar, queen 
Elizabeth her ſiſter, aſcended the throne, ſhe knew 
what it was to ſuffer from the hands of papiſts, and 
it was good for her and the nation, that ſhe did. 
Although the reformation was carried on to a 
greater extent in her time, than by any before, and 
the foundation of the preſent church of England 
laid, yet hath that mott ſuperſtitious church ſtood 
ſtill ever ſince, like Lot's wife, and cannot go 
farther, by hankering after worldly grandeur and 
the principles of Rome. 3 2 
Neither did Scotland want her witneſſes againſt 
Antichriſt's unjuſt uſurpations. There were Lol- 
lards in Ayrſhire, ſometime before the reformation, 
likewiſe that great and good man, Mr. Patrick 
Hamilton, was burnt at St. Andrews, A. D. t 527. 
Alſo the worthy and inſpired Mr. George Wiſhat, 
at the ſame place, A. D. 1546. Mr. Walter Mill 
got the ſame fiery chariot, A. D 1558, and was 
the laſt that ſuffered before the reformation : Be- 
ſides theſe, there were many others- that fuffered, 
mentioned by hiſtorians. | 
In the reign of the two royal tyrants, many 
thouſands ſuffered for the defence of their religion 
and liberties : At that time did theſe two royal he- 
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5 6 | 
roes for arbitrary power, ſtrive to overturn our 
conſtitution, and reconcile our fathers to Rome: 
It was then, when the church of Scotland was o- 
verturned, and her worthies baniſhed and ſlain : It 
was then, when the nobles of the land mounted a 
ſcaffold for an honourable cauſe, a cauſe that is to 


you at preſent, as an Almanack out of date. Then 
was the time to try mens ſouls, when the ſtrenu- 
ous aſſertors of religion and liberty reſiſted unto. 


the blood againſt popery and prelacy its ſiſter, and 
arbitrary power. It may well be ſaid of the church 
whereof you are paſtors, * How is the gold become 
dim, how 1s the moſt fine gold changed.” 

I profeſs, that l venerate the memory of our wor- 
thy anceſtors, that with ſo much conſtancy and ſpi- 
rit, adhered in the worſt of times to our ſacred 
engagements: Are we not indebted to them for 
the noble ſtand they made againſt e r 
of Rome, prelacy and arbitrary power? We are 
indebted, I ſay, in many reſpects, for the benefit 
of the revolution, 1688, and it is to them you owe 
your preſent eſtabliſhment. | 

Yet it has been the fate of all thoſe that have had 
the courage to teſtify againſt abuſes and corrup- 


tions in all ages and nations, to be murdered or 


baniſhed from all ſociety, counted not worthy to 
live. But they were martyrs truly; for they 
ſcrupled not to lay down their lives for a good. 
conſcience, religion, and liberty. In what ſhape 
can I repreſent theſe cruel popith and prelatic mon- 
ſters, that robbed them of their lives. And you, 
their unworthy ſucceſſors and time-ſerving men, 
what has been your conduct? You have cried 
down all reform as innovations: Have you not in 
your prayers, wiſhed for ſucceſs in a war that has 
been the cauſe of much ſlaughter and ruin? Do 

e not know, that ſucceſſes cannot. be obtained 


without murdering our brave countrymen and 


friends ? 
It would be certainly more becoming your cha- 
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1 F 
tacter and the dignity of your profeſſion, the Ho- 
nour of the maſter you ſerve, to have prayed that 
the Lord would turn the hearts of our rulers for 
peace, and contuſion to them that delight in war. 
am certain, if peace had been eſtabliſhed when 
we got the enemy out of Holland, it would have 
been more honour, ſafety, and happineſs for theſe 
nations, than to have had ſo many thouſands mur- 
dered def-nding our treacherous, faithleſs allies, 
now enemies, the Dutch. | I - 

From this time forward, I hope, you will a& 
more becoming your character, and confine your- 
ſelves to the cure of ſouls. Let your weapons be 
ſpiritual and not carnal ; imitate the good Shep- 
herd of the ſheep, to ſtrengthen the weak, heal the 
diſeaſed, ſeek that which is loſt, bring back that 
which was driven away. | 

But I am afraid, that the moſt of you ſatisfy” 
yourſelves with eating the fat of the land, and 
clothing yourſelves with the wool. 

Does not the preſent age imitate the laſt, when 
the liberty of the preſs, and the freedom of opi- 
nion, was perſecuted and cramped. Before the 
revolution, 1688, Sir Roger Le Eſtrange was 
made licenſer of all books publiſhed, ſo that none 
were printed but thoſe that pleaſed a popiſſi court. 
It was then when Lord Ruflel and the great Sid- 
ney, mounted a ſcaffold: it was then, when men 
were laid under exceſſive fines, for ſpeaking their 
minds; but it is my principle, that opinion ſhould 
be as free as the air we breathe; for nothing that 
is good can be made worſe, or even afraid of in- 
veſtigation. It is the birth right of every man to 
do what he pleaſes, provided he does not diſturb 
the peace of ſociety and government. 

Many were the hardſhips chat proteſtants ſuffer- 
ed from a popiſh king, by his mercileſs judges 
and ambitious miniſters; and, to pleaſe a deſpot, 
was going to ſet him above the laws, until he tume 

3 8 
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hled himſelf from the throne. It was then, when 
the church of England could fit no longer under 
her paſſive obedience, but joined herſelf with 
thoſe ſhe perſecuted, to fave our conſtitution and 


| laws from being deſtroyed by a popiſh king and 


his prieſts. The hiſtory of that time is well known 
to you, and the many ſtruggles our fathers nave 
had for their rights ; they knew well the value of 


our conſtitution, and what was all their contend- 


ings for, but againſt popery, prelacy and arbitra- 
ry power. Charles reigned, as it were, without 
a parliament, and encroached upon the liberties of 
his ſubjects, and the city of London. But his bro- 
ther James, a popiſh- tyrant, went ſtill greater 
lengths, to nis ruin; for he diſpenſed with the 
laws of the kingdom, and ſent the Earl of Caſtle- 
main to Rome, to reconcile the three kingdoms 
to the holy ſee; and, in return, his holineſs ſent 
a nuncio, who made his public entry at Windſor. 
The great zeal this king had for Rome, juſtly cau- 
ſed him and his poſterity loſe three kingdoms for 
a maſs. Ihe example of his father's encroach- 
ments upon the liberties of the ſubject, and the 
fate he met with, for it had no weight with him, 


but all theſe meaſures brought things to a criſis, 


and our fathers, by exerting themſelves at that 
time, after having ſuffered the moſt cruel hard- 
ſhips for twenty-eight years, put our conſtitution 
upon a more ſolid toundation, and limited their 
governors in time coming, that they might not 
trample upon their religion and liberties ; yet it 
muſt be acknowledged there are many abuſes and 
corruptions crept in ſince, and abuſes there are of 
a great magnitude, but where is there any human 
compoſition that is perfect; and as there is a pow- 
er in our conſtitution, 1 hope they will be redrel- 
ſed ſoon. 

The kingdom of Ireland has bcen the ſeat of 
much cruelty and bloodiked ; witneſs the bloody 


Cad) 


maſſacre 1641, when they thought to deſtroy e- 


very proteſtant in the kingdom, and above 100,000 
did they murder in cold blood. 

The ſhort time that King James was in Ireland, 
before his departure to France, many acts of eru- 
elty were committed. His approbation of them 
made the . proteſtants exert themſelves to reſiſt 
him, as nothing was to be expected from a popiſh 
government but fire and ſword : And, according 
to ſome hiſtorians, there were upwards of twenty 
thouſand that were either murdered or ſuffered the 
utmoſt hardſhips. 

King James by his wicked and oppreſſive mea- 
{ures drove the proteſtants to riſe in their own 
_ defence and reſiſt him, and transfer the authority 
from him to King William, ſo has not France aright 
to transfer the government from tyrants and elta- 
bliſh ſuch a one as beſt pleaſes them, and ſurely you 
mult acknowledge that King James was under no 
neceſſity of making war upon his proteſtant ſub- 
jects in Ireland, but he wanted to inſlave them by 
_ eſtabliſhing popery and arbitrary power, and they 
would not conlent to the flavery ; ſo neither have 
we any right to force 25 million of perſons to 
accept of a government which would, they know, 
anly inflave them, and it is my humble opinion that 
dean preſent government wal ak longer than all 


3 are well 3 1 (hall paſs over wa 
with this remark, The popith religion is of a moſt 
dangerous, reſtleſs, and cruel {pirit, againſt the 
peace of ſociety and government; and you mult 
certainly acknowledge what has been faid of it, 1s 
not extragated, but facts that are known and well 
authenticated. 


1 ſhall now proceed to take a review of your. 
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conduct, and your approving, and not teſtifying 


againſt this moſt cruel deſtructive war. 


You are watchmen that ſeeth the ſword coming, 


and you blow not the trumpet ; the people is not 
warned of the danger of popery and-the horrors 
of war : How many thouſands, I may ſay millions, 


have been ſent to a world of ſpirits in an unprepar- 


ed ſtaie, theſe three campaigns by-baſt ? had you 
reprobated wars as unchriſtian and inhuman, and 
that all differences muſt be adjuſted ſooner or lat- 
er, you would have done no more than your duty ; 


for the great Maſter you pretend to ſerve never 


made man to deſtroy man, but to glorify him in 
all that he does: but this has not been your con- 
duct, you have prayed and preached againſt a great 
nation, and interfered in political affairs, yea, 
much more than you have taught your flocks. 
I have heard ſome of you thundering ſo much a- 
gainſt them, that your audience knew not where 
to look for ſhame. There have: been others a- 
mong you that have made our own government 
the vine, and the fig-tree, but the-fire to come out 
of the bramble to deſtroy their neighbours : ſo 
that I am much afraid few of you have delivered 
your ſouls by warning the people, but their 
blood will be. required at your hand.” Ezek. 
XXX11. 6, &c. © Now, therefore, what have J here, 
faith the Lord, that my people is taken away for 
nought, they that rule over them make them to 
howl, faith the Lord, and my name is continually 
every day blaſphemed.“ Iſa. li. 5. I am ſure, that 
it ought to appear barbarous to you, even the 
height of cruelty, for men to ſtudy the moſt ſure 
and ſpeedy arts of deſtruction, to ſharp the ſteel to 


deſtroy their brethren; yet this moſt bloody art of 
war has ever been cultivated and eſteemed neceſ.- 
fary and honourable, among all nations and ranks 


of men. 1 
If your Reverences were to have taken a view 
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of the many bloody plains that have been in Flan- 
ders, Holland, the Rhine, and Italy of late, what 


would have been your feelings, when there, you 
would have ſeen death and pain in all its dreadful 


ſhapes and horrors : It was there, that your ears 


would have been filled with the groans of the dy- 


ing; and for you to lay aſide all thoughts of the 


cauſe and ends of it on either fide. 1 verily be- 


heve, upon this occaſion you could not have re- 


frained from crying out, Wars are horrid, barba- 
Tous, and inhuman | Can theſe nations uſe their 
eyes, and not fee the cruelty and deſtruction of 
a war attended with ſuch calamities. We are not 
as ſome nations in Europe, whoſe rulers regard 
them no better than their cattle ; we have a juſt 
and mild ſovereign that will hear the juſt — 
plaints of his people, and ought not the nation to 
come forward as one man and petition the king to 
put a ſtop to the further effuſion of human blood 
and carnage, that has been ſo great deſtruction 
to mankind and trade. I am greatly ſurpriſed 
that the nation, after having ſuffered ſo much 
loſs by the enemy and failures, has not come for- 
ward before this time, to petition his majeſty in a 
reſpectable manner; and I hope it will be done ſoon. 
But there are many of you wolves in ſheep's 
clothing, that cry up a ruinous war, as a juſt and 
neceſſary one: does it become you, that ought to 
be the meſſengers of peace, to go in with {laughter 
and ruin? Has not the mad ruinous American 
war taught you experience of the deſtructive ſyſ- 
tem of wars ? It was then when many of you were 
as much againſt the American rulers as you are 
now againſt the preſent rulers of France ; and you 
all know the many thouſand lives that were loſt, 
and the millions that were ſpent then; and now, 
when we have had above three years war with one 
of the nations we were at war with then, and have 
had the maſt of Lurope for our allies, we can do 
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(8 
nothing; and I am certain, there has been much 
more blood ſpilt, and treaſure ſpent, in theſe three 


years and a half by-paſt, than in all the ſeven 


years American war. 
You ought to confine yourſelves as much as poſ- 


ſible, to inſtruct thoſe under your charge, and imi- 


tate the Saviour of mankind, that went about doing 
good continually. He never interfered with ſtate 
matters or political concerns, for his kingdom was 


not of this world. So much was he againſt it that 


he declined it upon all occaſions ; for when he 
was aſked by one to redreſs ſome of his grievances, 
ne rephed, © Man, who made me a judge or divid- 
© er over you? He never interfered with tem- 
poral concerns, civil or criminal, but always in- 
forced molt excellent precepts, ſuch as charity and 
patience, to keep no animoſities, and retaliate no 
injuries. Your conduct has been quite the reverſe; 
political affairs is the only thing you incline to ſtu- 


dy and take up your attention, while many of your 


flocks remain in the molt profound ignorance of 
the principles of our holy religion, For in many 
parts of Scotland that I have been in, I have ob- 
ſerved the people entertain very bad ideas of the 


_ Chriſtian religion; but where they were catechi- 


ſed and vilited, there was a viſible change. How 
can it be otherwiſe when examination is now giv- 
en up by the moſt of you, and people hear little 


elſe on Sabbath but heathen morality and politics; 


ſo that your pariſhioners may live, in many parts, a- 
theiſts for you. What I ſay is a fact, and however 
much your minds may be exaſperated againſt me, 
I will ſtill bear a conſcious rectitude, that what 1 
am doing is my duty. You that make mention 
of the name of the Lord, 'onght not to keep ſi- 
lence, but warn the people ot the danger of pope- 
ry, and ſhew them the cruelty of wars; whereas 
you keep ſilence on the one, and go in with the 
other. What I ſayin the courſe of this letter, on 
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this deſtructive war, I hope, will affect your feet- 
ings, ſo as to cauſe you pray that the Lord will be 
pleaſed to inſpire our ſenators for peace, that the 
ſword may be ſheathed. 

You cannot be ignorant how many widows and 
orphans it has made : Many thouſands have been 
lain that had no hand in the quarrel. Has there 
not been enough of bloodſhed, that you will ſtill 
go in with it, and call it juſt ? I marvel much, that 
among a thouſand of you, there is ſcarcely one 
that will witneſs againſt it, or ſtand up in the cauſe 
of inſulted humanity. 

Have not nations been long enough at enmity 
againſt one another? It is now high time they 
ſhould fit down and reſt themſelves, and embrace 
one another as brethren. | 

Would to God, that the olive-branch of peace 
was planted in all nations, ſo that they might learn 
the art of war no more. If men would look to the 
conſtruction of their bodies, they might cry out 
with David, © Lord, I am wondertully made!“ But 
not made with the fangs of a bear, nor the paws of 
a tyger. 

Although I am much againſt wars, as unchriſ- 
tian and inhuman, I am very far from wiſhing to 
ſcatter ſirebrands among my countrymen, and en- 
danger the public peace; tor there is none of your 
Reverences can have more regard for our conſti- 
tution, and reſpect for the laws, than I have: But 
it muſt be acknowledged, the meaſures of govern- 
ment may be canvaſſed; and how far its proceed- 
ings are for the good of the nation, and wars that 
are entered into are for its intereſt and defence. 
Certainly the government's conduct, and your's, 


are not above inveſtigation; neither are govern- 


ments made for them that govern, to aggrandize 
themſelves : And you, departing: from your duty, 
ought to be ſcrutinized. You are bound, by the 
molt ſolemn engagements, to interiere wich nothe 
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mg but eccleſiaſtical: And when you do interfere 
with civil concerns, it ought to be for the ſatisfac 
tion of your conſcience. 

Your Maſter's kingdom is not of this world, for 
if it was, then would his ſervants fight. Your be- 
haviour ſhould make men account you as the mi- 
niſters of Chriſt, and ſtewards of the myſteries of 
God, and not politics. The God we lerve is not 
the author of confuſion, but of peace; and you 


that are the miniſters of the everlaſting goſpel of 


peace, having your feet ſhod with it, never ought 
to go in with wars, but thoſe that are lawful and 
juſt, ſuch as ſelf- defence, or when our country is 
unjuſtly invaded. It is impoſſible to prevent dif- 
ferences between nations, but theſe ought to be ad- 
juſted, and never to have recourſe to arms but when 
it cannot be avoided. And it is my humble opi— 
nion, that matters might havE been accommodated 
with France, without coming to a rupture. Alas! 


it is folly to ſpeak of that now: What is it can a- 
tone for the lives of the many thouſands who have 


been ſlain, to fatisfy revenge and ambition, or re- 
venge the death of one man that can never be re- 
called ? Does the God of peace and all conſolation, 
delight to ſee his creatures, the work of his hands, 
murder and deſtroy one another ? Certainly not. 
When your Reverences reflect on the conſequen- 
ces of the preſent war, with the ſlaughter and ruin 
that attends it, you may well cry out, Great God! 


when will wars and murder ceaſe. 


Were your Reverences one hour in a world of 
Ipirits, to ſee the many millions that have in ages 


by-paſt been ſent into it, for no end whatever, but 


to ſatisfy revenge andambition, you would be amaz- 


ed how mankind ever ſubmitted to be ſlaughter- 


ed: Or were you to converſe with them a few 
moments, and aſk them the reaſon why they were 
ſo fooliſh as to murder one another, would not ma- 
ny thouſands of them anſwer you thus : Our 
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rulers brought upon us a war when they could have 
avoided it, and by that war they deſtroyed and ru- 
ined our trade: We having wives and large fami- 
lies, and no way to ſubſiſt but by our trade, were 
therefore obliged to take the money offered by 
our rulers, to keep our families from ſtarving, and 
ſupport them a while at the expence of our blood. 
We were hurried away, as ſheep to the ſlaughter, 


and there we met with our fate.” 


Others, perhaps, would ſay to you, We were 
at a far country, purſuing our lawful bufineſs, thro? 
great dangers ; and coming home with the joyful 
expectation of ſeeing our friends and relations; but 
how great was our ſurpriſe on our return, when we 
heard our rulers had employed men to lay hold of 
us to fight their battles: We thought to eſcape, 
but in vain ; for we were caught as a ram in the 
thicket, and all our pleaſant hopes blaſted! We 
were put on board of ſhips, not for commerce, but 
to go in purſuit of others that were almoſt in the 
ſame condition with ourſelves. And when we met, 
ſhocking to relate! there was nothing but thunder- 
ing of cannon, ſwearing and tearing, which drown- 
ed our dying groans! We have reflected and con- 
verſed with ourſelves ſince we came here, that men 
ſnould be ſo wicked and cruel to one another, as 
to build wooden fabrics, at a vaſt expence, and 
then ſtrive who can deſtroy each other moſt. 
Were they to ſet them, that are the occaſion of 
wars, in the front of battle, they would not have 
ſo many of them : And we are certain, before they 
would go there, they would rather negociate; but 
we hope reaſon will get the better of the children 
of men, over long-ſtanding prejudices.” 

Such, Reverend Gentlemen, is but a faint ſimi- 
litude, and a melancholy picture of wars, and the 
way they are carried on, to the great deſtruction of 
mankind and trade, | 


You cannot be ignorant, how many mothers 
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have been deprived of their ſons, their all and ſup- 
port; wives bereaved of their huſbands ; and thou- 
fands of children made tatherleſs, who, if it had 
not been for wars, might have been happy at home 


with their wives and families, but having no other 
ſhift, were obliged to go; and many of them drag- 


ged and forced, perhaps never to ſee their friends 
and relations again, to the great hurt of the com- 
munity and loſs of the nation: At the ſame time, 
many is caſt deſtitute by the effects of it, to be a 
burthen on your pariſhes. 

What did ever Great Britain gainby wars? Were 
we not in a much worſe. condition when we leſt 
off, than when we began! ? Indeed, I muit own, we 
have conquered many foreign poſſeſſions, but al- 
ways at the expence of much treaſure and blood : 
And many of theſe conqueſts have been reſtored 
at the end of wars, and all has been buried in en- 
tire oblivion. This ſurely was a poor atonement 
for the many nullions that were ſpent, and the 
precious lives that were loſt, 

It is my opinion that few foreign conqueſts pro- 


duce a revenue ſufficient to pay the expences of 


their government : 'They muſt then be a burden to 
any nation. We have torts which ought to be 
maintained and defended to the utmoſt of our pow- 
er, for the protection of our country and naviga- 
tion and trade; yet it mult be acknowledged, 

we derive more benefit at preſent, by trade, from 
the United States of America, than when they were 
in our poſſeſſion, as they coſt us nothing for their 


government. What ſigniſies foreign territories to 
us? I could demon{trate, to your Reverences, that 


one hundred thoufand men is of more worth to 


the ſtate of this country, than any territories we 


could conquer and poſſeſs. Why then ſhould we 
perſiſt in a war, attended with ſuch ruinous conſe- 
quences ? Is there no poſſibility of Ing: a ne- 
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gociation ? Certainly there is. Some may pretend 
and ſay, there is no ſafety in treating with the pre- 
ſent-rulers of France: But the French conſtitution 
expreſsly declares, that they are the ally of every 
free and independent nation, and will never inter- 
fere in the governments of other nations. This 
is more than ever we could fay ot their old deſpotic 
government, which held us in continual broils,and 
was the cauſe of much expence to this country. 


Others may ſay, their government is fo bad, we 


can derive no ſecurity from it. This obj ection 
muſt come to nothing ; for let it be ever 10 bad, 


it can never be like their old government, and 


with it did we treat many times, but indeed, with 
very little ſecurity: Beſides, ſeveral of our trea- 
cherous allies have ſet the example of treating, ſo 
that there is no danger for us to do ſo likewiſe; 
and however much the people of this country be 
againſt the war from its ruinous effects, yet, I be- 
lieve, they would riſe up, as one man, againſt any 
nation that would invade their country. And by 
obſervations that J have made, I am certain they 
love their king and conſtitution ; a conſtitution 
that has ſtood the teſt of ages, yea it has been laid 
alide for twelve years, and different forms of go- 
vernment tried, which came all to nothing; tor 
in 1660 was our conſtitution reſumed again; and 
however much Charles and James ſtrove to over- 
turn it, by their arbitrary proceedings, they brought 
themſelves and their family to ruin. In A. D. 
1688, was our conſtitution more ſirmly cemented ; 
and although many grievances and abuſes exiſt, 
they can be redreſſed. 

From what | have faid, it muſt be obvious to 
you, that this war has been a general evil, and I 
believe, there never was one fo ſeverely felt. Nei- 
ther has it been confined to this country: Other 
nations have had their ſhare in the calamity; their 
trade being in the lame ſtate as ours, makes them 
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not able to pay our manufactures, and on that ac- 


- count the revenues of the nation decreaſe. Then 


we muſt have new taxes impoſed upon us, as if we 
had not enough already. Had any told you be- 
fore this war was undertaken, what deſolation, 
havock, and ruin it would make, you would have 
been ready to call them the ſpeakers of falſehood. 

Why then do you go in with ſuch cruelty? Is 
there none among you that will ſpeak in the cauſe 
of humanity, or try to put a {top to devaſtation and 
flaughter ? Does not ſome of you, by your ſilence, 
others of you going in with it, give a juſt handle 
to the miniſtry to carry it ou and ſay, it is a war of 
the people's, and that they are not deſirous of 
peace ? But I can affirm for a truth, there is nine 
out of eyery ten of your pariſhioners, that are hear- 
tily tired of it. 

To perſiſt in a war, attended with ſo many evils, 
is madneſs and folly. When one reflects on the 
ſituation that our brave countrymen were placed 
in lately, ſurrounded by enemies on every fide, but 
the treacherous Dutch the. worſt; for in defending 
their country, they behaved to them in a moſt 
cruel manner, yea, that deceitful people has been 
one of the cauſes that has engaged us in this ruin- 
ous conteſt. 

Why then ſhould we have recourſe to ſo deſpe- 
rate a remedy as war, and be joined with ſuch al- 
lies ; pay them to make them fight, and after re- 
ceiving our money, never to appear in the field of 
battle? This country, then, has had almoſt the 
whole enpence of the war, and the defence of al- 
lies that have turned againſt us. 

How did we ever think to proſper, being con- 


nected with ſuch ſuperſtitious armies, who had 


their ſaints and relics along with them to protect 
them : and, I believe, they have afforded but ve- 
ry ſmall protection, for they could not ſave them- 
ſelves, but were taken, The numerous ſaints and 
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relics in Italy, that have wrought pretended mĩra- 
cles for ages, have not wrought one to ſupport a 
falling Babylon, or ſave themſelves. 

If your Reverences will go in with this ruin- 
ous conteſt, and call it juſt, after ſome evidences 
that I will give, that we never can ſubdue France, 
then will I hold you as men that ſhut your eyes a- 
gainſt the light of reaſun. I ſhall therefore begin 
to ſhew, by theſe inconteſtible evidences, we can 
never overcome them. | | 

Firſt, They are a great armed nation, that can 
never be overcome by huinan power, except the 
great Ruler of nations permit: Although they 
have been at war avout five years, with moſt of 
the powers of Europe, yet they have withitood 
them all. 

Secondly, As they have made every thing ſub- 
ſervient to their cauſe, by requiſition, the more 
they are oppoſed, with the more energy will they 


act; and, I believe, agriculture never was in ſuch 


a good condition, or carried to a greater extent in 
France, than at preſent: And in the midit of all 
their troubles and convulſions, they have found 
out ſeveral valuable inventions, and brought them 
to the greateſt perfection. What a pity is it, that 
we, that are a nation of freemen, ſhould league 
with deſpots, and papilts, to try ſo fruitleſs an at- 
tempt as ſubdue them ? Is not a great part of the 
inhabitants of France intereſted in the welfare of 
their government : Yea, to the utmoſt of their 
power, will they ſupport, defend, or periſh with it. 
They are not contending to ſupport or fave 


a falling Babylon, the great deceiver oß the na- 


tions; they are not contending, as formerly, for a 
corrupt court that as it were, ſucked, their blood ; 
but they are contending to fave their country from 


ruin, and themſelves from ſuperſtition and ſlavery. 


The people of France know well, that the combined 
powers have different objects in view : Are not 
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we contending to eſtabliſh the brother of their late 
king, and, if that was done, they know well the bad 
conſequences that would follow; they ſee plainly 
what our aims are, by giving ſo much ſupport to 


their old oppreſſors, and encouraging a moſt bloody 


popiſh faction among them. Have not we, by 
keeping that people in vain deluſive hopes, heaped 
coals of fire upon their heads ? 

Ho then do we ever think to overcome France? 


| Is not the ſoldier become a land-holder, and will 


fight with a ſpirit of enthuſiaſm, or die:! ? Surely it 
was a very wile policy to divide in ſmall lots the 
ill-gotten wealth of their oppreſſors, that fled from 


their country, and did not ſupport her in the hour 


of danger ; but now they wander about as fugi- 
tives and beggars, and may ſtand afar off, and cry 


Alas! alas! how is our glory departed, for in one 


hour is our judgment come.“ Now may the 1do- 
latrous prieſts of France weep and mourn over 
their fallen church, and ſay, There is no man that 
will buy our reliques, pardons and indulgencies 
any more, by the fale of which, we were made 


rich: yea they may caſt duſt on their heads, and 


weep, wail, and cry alas? how is our church, 
wherein we were made rich, by reaſon of her coſt- 
lineſs, in one hour made deſolate! Rejoice over 
her thou Heaven, and ye holy apoſtles and pro- 
ets, for God hath avenged you on her. 
1 ſhall now, laſtly, prove to you, that we can 
never conquer nor ſubdue them. They are inſtru- 
ments in the hand of God for bringing down An- 


tichriſt: yea, for bringing upon that moſt ſuperſti- 


tious and bloody church, her juſt and ſinal doom. 
—A church, that kept them in ignorance and op- 
preſſed them for ages; but now her cup of iniqui- 
ty is full, and myſtical Babylon muſt be deſtroyed; 
for ſtrong i is the Lord that judgeth her. And as 
France was one of the nations that contributed to 
her aggrandizement, ſo now they make war with 
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her, and hate the whore, and make her deſclate, 
&c. | 
The ſhepherd of the ſeven hills did tremble and- 
ſhake, for his kingdom of darkneſs ; and has made 
an armiſtice upon humiliating terms, for he was 
afraid for the vengeance of an oppreſſed and injur- 
ed people; for in France the eccleſiaſtical ty- 
rants carried their power to a very great extent : 
they have puſhed with their horns, and ſtamped 
with their feet, on the lives and liberties of that 
great nation. 

If theſe evidences will not convince your Reve- 
rences, that we can never overcome France, and 
you perſiſt in your opinion, that it is a juſt and ne- 
ceſſary war, I will then account you as men whoſe 
eyes are blinded with religion of the ſtate, that will 
not open your mouths for the truth, for it cannot be 
unknown to you; nay, it would be inſulting your 
_ underſtandings to ſay you was ignorant, that the 
myſtery of iniquity mult be deſtroyed by the hands 
of them that did once ſupport her. The meaſure 
of her iniquities is filled up, and the golden cup 
in her hand, full of abominations and filthineſs of 
fornication, is 2 full, ſo that ſhe muſt 
drink of the cup of ng, for God hath put 
it in their hearts to full his will. 

It is ſurely our glory to be as much unlike An- 
tichriſt as poſſible. Neither is it our intereſt to ſup- 
port her worſhippers and prolong her; whereas 
we are the principal cement of the contederacy. 

The Lord from on high looks down upon the 
ſons of men, and their whole proceedings is well 
known to him: it is him alone that can over-rule 
all their determinations for his own glory, and the 
fall of Antichriſt: and however much they may 
think to oppole, by their great warlike mancevres, 
his providence, yet heaven and earth may pals aways 
but nothing ſhall fail of what he has ſaid concern- 
ing the deſtruction of the great mother of harlots 
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and abominations of the earth. May not the voice 


that announces her doom be crying to our armies, 


Come out of her my people, that ye be not par- 
takers of her fins, and that ye receive not of her 


plagues.” 
However much you go in with theſe meaſures, 


and applaud them as good and juſt, depend upon 


it, the God of all the earth will condemn: Thou— 
ſands of your ſlain countrymen will rife up in judg- 
ment againſt you ; and muſt not all rational good 
men condemn you for acting ſuch a part, ſo very 
unchriſtian, and ſo very mcohſifterit with the goſ- 
pel of Jeſus. Your condutt is truly illiberal, and 
your ſpirit breathes nothing but rancour, and malice 
againſt a nation ſtruggling for their rights, whom 
no-power can overcome, which 1s plainly foretold : 

© When the kings of the earth with their armies 


_ © ſhall make war with him that fits upon the white 


© horſe, and out of his mouth goeth a ſharp ſword, 
© that with it he ſhould ſmite the nations, and he 
© was cloathed in a veſture dipt with blood, and 


his name is called the Word of God,” &c. Rev. 


xix. 19. And 1 ſaw the beaſt with the kin; gs of 
© the earth, and their armies gathered Wee to 
© make war againſt him, and againſt his army.“ 
Now I am certain, theſe parts in the ſacred vo- 
tume relate to the preſent times, but you will not 
open your mouths on theſe divine predictions, yet 
you will account it impiety to be ſilent on political 
affairs. But ] hope truth and peace will indadvocates 
without you, and the time is at no great diſtance, 
* when men ſhall beat their ſpears into pruning- 
© hooks, and learn the art of war no more;* and 
nations hve in an amicable and peaceable manner, 
and fee the real deſign and end of goverments, 
that are eſtabliſhed tor their general good, and nor 
for ſlaughter. 

It is commerce and agricuiture that ought to 
be encouraged, and not wars, which mult always 
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be attended with ruinous effects to Great Britain 
as a trading nation; for let wars be never ſo ſuc- 
ceſsful on our part, it ſerves only for the aggran- 
dizement of a few, andthe ſlaughter and ruin of 
the many alſo, a pretence to a miniſter for laying 
on new taxes and contracting more debt: The in- 
tereſt thereof muſt be paid by generations unborn 

that know nothing about it. 


If Great Britain was not a natioa, unexampled 


in the annals of hiſtory, for trade and commerce, 
ſhe never could ſupport ſo heavy a milſtone about 
her neck as above three hundred million of debt, 
and thirty million yearly, which goes for defraying 
the expences of government in the three kingdoms 


and paying the intereſt of that debt, and ſuch as you. 


No doubt, a generous people will pay the expences 
of their government liberally, but it is extravagant 
to talk of thirty million drawn from the induſtry 
of fourteen million of perſons. 

Will not after generations be amazed how their 


_ fathers gave ſo many thouſands to a lazy biſhop for 


a few ſermons ; and his underlings that has the 
whole work to do, ſcarcely wherewith to ſubſiſt; 
even the time may yet come, when our children 
may ſee no necellity tor one eſtabliſhed church, but 
every one ſupport that which pleaſes him beſt : It 
is my opinion, a great many national eſtabliſhments 
have made great monopolies for themſelves, and 
left diſſenters to exceſſive inconveniences. 

The people of this nation have been long ex- 
claiming againſt the church of Rome, as antichril- 


tian; but, if they would look at home, they will 


ſee antichriſt eſtabliſhed, and that to a high de- 
gree; for I account every religion, connected with 
the ſtate, to be antichriſtian ; and the daughters 
of Babylon muſt accompany their mother in her 
downfal. 


Had the money that has been ſquandered away 


upon bloody wars laid out on trade and improv- 
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ing our country, our land, by this time, would 
have been a paradiſe, flowing with milk and ho- 
ney : there would not have been ſo many thou- 
ſands of poor amongſt us, nor fo oppreſſive poor 
rates in a neighbouring kingdom; education would 
have been more general among the lower ranks of 
ſociety, whereas, at preſent, thouſands are in a 
moſt ignorant ſtate, brought up to idleneſs and 


all manner of vice, and many brought to an un- 
timely end, that might have been living happy and 


become good members of ſociety; but the want 
of good inſtruction, and their parents, by their 
poverty, not able to give it, by paying what they 
ſhould have laid out on them, for the ſupport of 
ruinous wars. 

Will not then the conſideration of theſe melan- 
choly tacts, move your hearts to teltify againſt theſe 
meaſures. I ſay, if your hearts were not hardened 
againſt the feeling cries of widows and orphans, 
they would ſound in your ears and cauſe you de- 


precate a war that has marred the peace of thou- 


ſands; for induſiry and wealth is preferable to 


laughter and ruin. 


If your conduct has the approbation of the im- 
partial part of this nation, I fhall be conſoled. 


Muſt not humanity ſhudder to think on the many 


thouſands that have been {lain on the altar of ſol- 
ly ; but for you to call it juſt, is {till worſe. Mine 
ears have been ſaluted on Sabbath, with your 


prayers for ſucceſs to the juſt and neceſſary war in 
which we are engaged, go forth with our fleets 


and armies. Are ye not men of blood, to think 
the God of peace and all conſolation will go in 
with ſlaughter? 1 have ſaid it before, and will 
maintain it, you never ought to interfere in poli— 
tical affairs, as they are entirely foreign to the 
character you aſſume; and ſhall adviſe you, once 
more, to preach the golpel and not politics ; the 


pure and peaceable doctrines of Jeſus breathe no- 
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thing but peace, mercy, meekneſs, and univerſal 
benevolence: and Jam certain, it you do that, 
all candid, humane, and enlightened mer in this 
nation mult commend you; but the part you act 
at preſent, they can only view your conduct in a 
different light. 

O that you could adopt the noble ſpirit o the 
great apoſtle of the Gentiles, 1 Cor. ix 6. © For 
though I preach the goſpel, | have nothing to glo- 
ry of, for neceſſity is laid upon me; yea, a woe is 
unto me, if 1 preach not the goſpel. Will you 
then attempt any longer to hood-wink your flocks 
upon the neceſſity of a war, when you are fully 
ſenſible what you are doing is againſt the light of 
your conſcience. However, it appears to me 
plainly, a great many of you are tully convinced 
their patron is the crown, and are very right, to 
try if they can get the price of their labours ere 
they go hence; as what is to come, is at too great 
diſtance for waiting for. 

Now when you are become fo great politicians, 
and by your noble exertions in the cauſe of flaugh- 
ter, although you be heretics, you may well de- 
ſerve the praiſe of his holineſs. 

| ſhall now conclude this letter, as the length of 
it may tire your R-verences' patience. By mak- 
ing a few more obſervations upon your conduct, 
and the alarming increaſe of popery at preſent. 

Were there no other gleam of comfort to this na- 
tion than you, we would be of all men the moſt mi- 
ſerable; for you have relaxed the rcins of eccleſiaſ- 
tic diſcipline, and act neither with zeal nor dilt- 
gence, You imitate your patrons more than your 
Great Patron, and the modiſh arts of the great ra- 
ther than reprove them: it is impoſſible then for 
you to be the ſupport of the proteſtant cau'ie, for 
you have done all that you can to make diſunion 
among your flocks. The minds.of the people are 
unſettled and at perpetual variance among theme. 
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ſelves; how can it be otherwiſe; when the objects 
that have engaged your attention is ſo very far re- 


mote from religion; ſo that, by your conduct, 


you have ſcattered your flocks. Many have you 
Hove out with force from among you, and done 
notbing that might encourage them to return; and, 
by your lax diſcipline, you have diſcouraged them 


from ever returning, that they caſt themſelves un- 


der the care of other ſhepherds, that with them 
they may have better treatment. You take upon 
you the calling of thepherds, while you are un- 
worthy of the name ; and thoſe committed to your 
charge you take not the leaſt care of, -but regard 
your own private intereſt more thanthe inſtructing 
the ignorant, reclaiming the vicious, and thoſe 
that are in error; the feeble minded you hare 
not ſtrengthened: it is all one to you, whether they 
live or die in their fins; you look out for gain, 
and not where good ought to be done ; and you 
are inquiſitive after wealth, making yourſelves ea- 
ſy with the good things of this life, while thou- 


ſands of your poor flocks may die for temporal, 


as well as for ſpiritual food, You may therefore 
expect the many woes that is pronounced againſt 


the ſhepherds thatfeed themſelves and not the flock 


The Great Shepherd has declared himſelf againſt 
you, and will require his ſcattered flock at your 
hands : in the great day he will cauſe you give ac- 
count ; for with harangues of politics, and not 
inſtructing them in the goſpel of his Son, you 
have raiſed diviſions among them. Jerem. xxiii. 


1. 2. Woebe unto the paſtors that deſtroy and 


ſcatter the ſheep of my paſture, ſaith the Lord : 

therefore thus ſaith the Lord God of Iſrael againſt 
the paſtors that feed my people, ye have ſcattered 
my flock and driven them away, and have not vi- 
ſited them ; behold I will viſit upon you for the e- 


vil of your doings, faith the Lord!“ Neglecting 
your duty and interfering with other concerns, you 
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may expect the Lord will viſit you, and when by 
judgeth he muſt overcome. 

He will yet gather his flock from all parts where 
they have been ſcattered in the cloudy and dark 
day, neither will he permit them always to be in- 
ſulted and trampled upon, for the good Shepherd 
of Iſrael ſlumbers not nor ſleeps, the eye of the 
Lord is upon his flock, although the under ſhep- 
herds take no care, neither will he always ſuffer 
the ſheep of his paſture to be made the ſheep of 
ſlaughter. It is our ſins and the fins of our rulers 
that cauſes him deliver us up to the ſword; but 
his anger will not laſt continually, neither will his 
wrath burn forever. It is the falſeneſs of thoſe . 
that ſhould be our friends aad guides that pro- 
vokes him. 

Wo unto thee, O land, when thy guides deceive 
thee : when thy ſhepherds look on and make no 
oppoſition, but approve of devouring the ſheep ; 
when they ſee danger and ſhew it not; when they 
are covetous and eager after the world, and its af- 
fairs; careleſs and indifferent for thoſe committed 
to their care. 

Such are ſome of you, but the Lord will yet 
raiſe up faithful ſhepherds that will be juſt: For, 
ſays he, I will make thy oſficers peace, and thine 
exactors righteouſneſs ; violence ſhall no more be 
heard in thy land, waſting nor deſtruction within 


thy borders.” 


hope the time is not far off, when knowledge 
ſhall be encreaſed and men ſee as it were with one 
eye, be of one mind, and the knowledge of the 
Lord fill the earth as the waters cover the chan- 
nel of the ſea. 

Were you proper watchmen at this time when 
wickednels is ſo great, you would * cry aloud, ſpare 
not, lift up your voice like a trumpet,” ſhow the 
people the danger of popery and the neceſſity of 
putting a ſtop to bloodſhed; but the ways of peace 


(I 2 
you know nor, you ſeek your own and more than 
our own, and not the things that are Chriſt Jeſus, 
whereas you ſhould determine to Know nothing but 
him crucified. Were you the men you ought to 
be, ſeeing the many calamities that is come upon 
this land, and fo great appearance of worſe, you 
would not reſt day nor night, but warn the flock 
of the evil of fin, and ſhow them the Shepherd that 
can fave, and hide them in his pavilion in theſe 
evil days. At a time like the preſent, we ought to 
mourn as doves ; yea as doves in the vallies, for our | 
great ſins and backſlidings. The hand of the Lord | 
is upon us, and few laying it to heart. We make 1 
faſts to ſanctify a war, and pretend to ſeek the | 
Lord, to go in with ſlaughter: Can he be pleaſed |} 
to ſee the flock devour one another, and the ſhep- 
herds approve of it? Behold ye faſt for ſtrife and 
debate, and to ſmite with the fiſt of wickedneſs, ye 
{hall not faſt as ye do this day, to make your voice 
de heard on high. Does not the molt of youontheſe 
occaſions, indulge yourſelves with politics and prail- 
ing the meaſures of men; but the faſt that the Lord 
has choſen, and the only one that will prove accept- 
able to him, is to © looſe the bands of wickednels, to 
undo the heavy burdens and let the oppreſſed go 
free, and that you break every yoke.” But the re- 
verſe is the caſe of our faſts; we crave a bleſſing 
to proſper blood-ſhed, and by our mocking of God, 
Juſtice will overtake us, for our tranſgreſſions arg 
multiplied before him, and our fins teſtity againſt us 
We conceive nothing but oppreſſion, revolt and 
falſehood; judgment is turned away backward, | 
and juſtice ſtandeth afar off; for truth is falling in g 
the ſtreet, and equity cannot enter.“ What was 
ſaid to a people of old, may be applied to our- 
ſelves, © They build up Zion with blood and je- 
rruſalem with iniquity. The heads thereof judge 
„ for reward, and the prieſts thereof teach for hire, 
and the prophets thereof divine for money ; yet 
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will they lean upon the Lord, and ſay, Is not the 
Lord among us! None evil can come upon us.” 
Now at this time, when a great nation have juſt- 
ly caſt out thouſands of their greedy and oppreſſive 
ſhepherds, and many of the diſciples of St. Fran- 
cis with the reſt of the holy fraternity, come over 
among us, and too well ſupported, while a great 
part of our nation ſtands in more need ; and theſe 
abominable prieſts will compaſs both ſea and land 
to gain proſelytes; and after they have gained 
their ends, make them ten times more heirs of hell 
than before. A great part of mankind may till 
be ranked illiterate, and popery cunningly applies 
to the weakneſs and ignorance of men: The con- 
ſideration of theſe things may well aftord your Re- 
verences ſufficient reflection, if you be the genuine 
friends of proteſtantiſm. 
What I have ſaid concerning this idolatrous re- 
ligion, in the courſe of this letter, J hope, will 
make you acknowledge the French nation has done 
that which was right in deſtroying their oppreſſors, 
and purging their country of a popiſh vermine, 
that kept them in ignorance : 'They were the drones 
that ſucked the honey from the hive, and preyed 
upon their inward vitals. There is not a nation in 
Europe where antichriſtian locuſts were ſo nume- 
rous ; the monks were computed at 122,600, and 
the nuns 82,000. There are ſome, indeed, that 
compute: them much lower; however, it cannot 
be denied, that antichriſt was eſtabliſhed in France 4 
| to a very great extent before the revolution ; and ; 
ſurely it was juſt in that nation to caſt off ſo nume- | 
rous and oppreſſive idle members, that lulled their 
conſciences aſleep, and pretended to _ them and 
their fins together. 3 
You careleſs ſhepherds, while you are > haran- | 
guing your flocks with politics; and the neceſlity of ö 
a war, at the ſame time thouſands in our country | 
remain in popith darkneſs, and their number is 
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ſtill increaſing, By the account publiſhed 1774 


by the Society in Scotland for propagating Chriſ- 
tian knowledge, there were no leſs than 16, 140, 


This is a fact that cannot be unknown, as there 


are ſome of you members of that ſociety ; and this 
account is confined to the Highlands, where many 
of you mind nothing but farming and rearing of 
cattle. In the laſt century the number of papiſts 
were rated at 10,800, which, compared with the 


ſtatement publiſhed by the ſociety, there are no leſs | 


than 5,340 of increaſe, in the courle of little more 
than eighty years; and ſince 1974, they can be no 
Teſs, when ſo great liberty and encouragement is 
you them of late. 

The reformation has not been able to aboliſh ig- 
norance and ſuperſtition from the Highlands to this 
day, and you that are placed there, do very little 
to effect it. 

Many imagine that popery is ſo weak at preſent, 
that it can make no reſiſtance: but in what dan- 
ger muſt our proteſtant brethren be in Ireland, 
when ſo many thouſands of them are armed and 
training up to arms? the conſideration of theſe 
things has no weight with you; it is augmentati- 
on, and not examination, that you mind. The 
ſpiritual things are neglec ed, and worldly concerns 
attended; for in one of the principal towns of this 


country, ſome of you ſuperintend the building of 


a bridge and the carrying on a newſpaper, while 
their flocks are hardly thown the way to, or the 
news from the other world. 

What am I to ſay for the conduct of one of you 
lately: Was it not well atteſted, it would appear 
to me almoſt incredible.* Speaking of the death 
of Lewis X VI. he concludes it with theſe words : 
* Who would not drop a tear over the grave of 


® See a Sermon preached in the Tron-churek, Edinburgh, May 15th, 
1793, P. 19 and 20. 
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one who ſuffered ſo unjuſtly, ſo barbaroully, ſo 
nobly,—Son of Saint Lewis, faid his ſorrowtul. 
confeſſor, when he took his laſt farewel aſcend to 
heaven. 5 

I will appeal to yourſelves, if it was a proper 
thing for a proteſtant clergyman, eſpecially a Cal- 
viniſt miniſter to commend a popith prieſt, becauſe. 
he bade the King's ſoul aſcend to heaven. No 
doubt we may all lament his death for the confe- 
quences that has followed ; but there was no oc- 
caſion to commend a popith prieſt, as if he had it 
in his power to make the gates of Paradile fly o- 
pen at his command. Likewiſe there is ſome a- 
mong you, that have maintained Socinian errors, 
that now keep quiet for the ſake of the loaves and 
fiſhes; whilſt others of you overlook highways, 
and act as juſtices of the peace, which is quite in- 
conſiſtent with your character, and the ſervice you 
are ſet apart for. But it ſeems your office is now 
become a trade, and that you intend to. imitate 
the careleſs ſhepherds of a neighbouring church, 
where prieſts fit on thrones and riot in palaces, 
and muſt have their ſeats and debate upon civil af- 
fairs—ls not this lording over the Lord's heri- 
tage? Nevertheleſs, I hope, there are a few in Sar- 
dis, who have not deſiled their garments. : 

After having ſtated theſe facts, you may think I 
have carried things too far, and expoſed your con- 
duct at this time: yet, I hope, your future con- 
duct will make amends for the pait. Let, there- 
fore, your prayers be as formerly, for the enlarg- 
ing the Mediator's kingdom, the coming in of the 
Jews to the tulneſs of the Gentile nations ; for the 
coming down of popiſh and prelatic ſuperſtition 
and idolatry ; that the Lord may yet ariſe. and 
put a final ſtop to wars and all manner of abound- 
ing wickednels, and haſten that day, when the glo- 
rious light of the goſpel will be extended from ſea 
to ſea, from the river to the ends of the earth; 

F ; 
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when all wars, heats, and animoſities that now 
preva'l, will ceaſe ; and as there is one Shepherd, 


there may be one ſheep-fold. 


Upon a review of what I have ſaid, your hearts 
mult tell you, there has been nothing advanced 
but truth: 1 have been as brief as potitble ; bold, 
but at the ſame reſpeQable : It is conduct, and 
not perſon, that I have wrote againſt ; and I muſt 
acknowledge I have referred to others, yet I be- 
neve writers of all forts are like yourſelves with 
10 ſermons, very few of them original. Per- 

aps I may, at ſome future period, give you another 
letter; but in this, 1 have endeavoured to give a 
public teſtimony to the truth, againſt idolatry and 
a Tuinous war. I am careleſs, equally, of party- 
rage or party-applauſe; happy, if capable to kindle 
the leaſt ſpark in the breaſts of my countrymen, for 
religion, liberty, and peace. If my humble efforts 
contribute, in the ſmalleſt degree, to theſe, then 
will I reſt ſatisfied, that I have ſerved the common 


cauſe of mankind and diſtant. poſterity. Let me 


then once more recommend to you, and not only 
to you, but to the whole nation, by the love of God, 
as we value the ſacred name of Chriſtians, of free 
men, and of proteſtants, to uſe our utmoſt endea- 
vours to bring about a peace by lawful means ; a 
peace ſo much deſirable ; and alſo, at this time, 
ſupport and defend our valuable conſtitution, that 
noble fabric, the work of ſo many ages, reared up 
at ſuch precious coſt, the blood of our anceſtors, 
and has ſtood amidſt all the ſtorms of contending 
parties, and brought to its faireſt proportion by 
the revolution 1688, that grand Ara of Britiſh li- 


berty. The abuſes that have crept in ſince, may 
they ſoon be reformed in a conſtitutional way. 


To conclude, may the Father of truth, and the 


great Friend of mankind, cheriſh and increaſe that 


ſpirit of free enquiry that has begun of late; and 
whatever may be the iſſue, I truſt all things will 


in, 
be over · ruled for good. May, therefore, the love 


of our country reign in our hearts, ſo as to pre- 
vail over every other ſentiment and worldly conſi- 


deration; may the ſenſe of liberty, like a ſacred 
flame, burn in the hearts of Britons, till time ſhall 
be no more. May we ever contemn ſlavery, ſla- 
viſh principles, and popiſh ſuperſtition : Dare to 
aflert our freeborn privileges, tread deſpotiſm un- 
der our feet, and cruſh it wherever it may appear. 


I am, : P 
REVEREND GENTLEMEN, 
With all reſpect, 


Your humble Servant, 


ROBERT JOHNSTON, 
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